
FOLK
TRADITION

When bui lding a  tower ,  the  master  craf tsman
would measure  i t s  height  wi th  the  span of  h is

hand and wouldn ' t  consul t  the  homeowner .
However ,  the  tower 's  length  and width  were

determined by the  homeowner ,  who measured
them with  thei r  own arm's  reach.



B A R Ç I  T O W E R

Barçi  Tower  is  c lass i f ied under  Typology I I I ,
according to  the  typology map of  rura l

t radi t ional  houses  in  Albania .  This  s t ructure ,
embodying the  features  of  a  for t i f ied  rural

dwel l ing,  i s  d ivided into  two par ts :  one
constructed in  1926 and the  other  in  1936,

placing i t  wi thin  the  category of  "brotherhood
dwel l ings ."  The tower  includes  several

corners ,  which,  beyond serving as  l iv ing
spaces ,  a lso  had a  defensive  funct ion.

The inter ior  layout  i s  centered around the
f i replace  room,  the  main l iv ing area  and

composi t ional  core  of  the  house.  The f i replace
is  topped with  a  f inely  carved s tone chimney,

adding a  decorat ive  e lement .  Another
s ignif icant  space is  the  guest  room,  which

plays  a  centra l  ro le  in  showcasing the  family 's
hospi ta l i ty  and socia l  s tanding.

L I S ,  M A T



S A T A J ’ S  T O W E R

A true  cul tura l  landmark,  th is  minia ture
for t ress  is  a  remarkable  example  of  Typology
III  f rom the  map of  for t i f ied  rural  t radi t ional

houses .  The s t ructure  is  bui l t  over  three  f loors ,
wi th  the  f i rs t  f loor—access ible  through the

main entrance via  an external  s ta i rcase—
original ly  serving e i ther  as  a  pr ison or  as  a

space for  the  family ’s  l ives tock.
The main entrance leads  to  the  second f loor
via  a  s turdy s tone s ta i rcase ,  whi le  the  upper

f loor  ( th i rd  level)  i s  reached by internal
wooden s ta i rs .  This  tower  is  a  c lass ic

representa t ion of  i t s  type,  d is t inguished by
smal l  windows and defensive  overhangs above

the s ta i rcase .  The in ter ior  ref lects  both  the
spir i tual  depth  and mater ia l  prosper i ty  of  the

family  dur ing i t s  era .

K U R D A R I ,  K L O S



G J I N I ’ S  T O W E R

This  tower  is  a  tes tament  to  the  archi tectural
craf tsmanship of  Shulbatër  and the  only  one

with  rooms designed according to  the
t radi t ional  Mat  region proport ions .

Posi t ioned on the  eas tern  edge of  the
vi l lage,  i t  over looks  the  Mat  River ,  g iving

the ent i re  se t t lement  a  for t i f ied  appearance.
The vi l lage i t se l f  seems to  revolve around

this  imposing three-s tory s t ructure .
The tower  embodies  a l l  the  def ining features
of  a  for t i f ied  rural  dwel l ing and is  c lass i f ied
under  Typology I I I  on the  map of  t radi t ional
houses .  I t s  defensive  character  i s  evident  in

i ts  overhangs,  whi le  the  large  windows f lood
the in ter ior  wi th  natural  l ight ,  balancing

funct ion wi th  e legance.

S H U L B A T Ë R ,  K L O S



S H A B A N  Z A J M I ’ S  T O W E R

One of  the  notable  towers  in  the  vi l lage of  Shulbatër  i s
that  of  the  Shaban Sulejman Zajmi  family .  According to
local  lore ,  the  tower  was bui l t  approximately  250–300

years  ago and underwent  reconstruct ion af ter  World
War I I ,  careful ly  preserving i ts  or iginal  archi tectural

features .
The tower  spans  over  100 m² and r ises  three  s tor ies

high.  I t  includes  f ive  spacious  rooms and features  an
impress ive ,  monumental  entrance that  connects  to  the

f i rs t - f loor  l iv ing spaces .  A unique aspect  of  the  design
is  the  abundance of  f i replaces  throughout  the  rooms.

The defensive  character  of  the  tower  is  emphasized by
i ts  bat t lements ,  whi le  an ingenious  feature  near  the

f i replaces  s tands  out :  a  pul ley- l ike  mechanism,
resembling an e levator ,  used to  t ranspor t  coffee  f rom

the ground f loor .
In  the  cour tyard of  the  tower  l ies  a  deep wel l ,

approximately  33 meters  in  depth ,  constructed in  1980.
I ts  complet ion took about  22 years ,  and to  th is  day,  i t

cont inues  to  provide f resh dr inking water  to  both
res idents  and vis i tors .

S H U L B A T Ë R ,  K L O S



I M E R  K U R T I ’ S  T O W E R

This  three-s tory tower ,  character is t ic  of
Gurrë  e  Vogël  region and home to  the

Kurt i  family ,  i s  a  welcoming re t reat  for
vis i tors .  Those who pause to  res t  in  i t s

cour tyard wi l l  be  serenaded by the
enchant ing melody of  the  shepherd’s  f lu te ,

masterful ly  played by the  homeowner .
With  i t s  d is t inct ive  overhangs (qoshkë)

and a  guest  room centered around an
ornate  f i replace ,  the  tower  is  a  t rue

inspira t ion for  admirers  of  t radi t ional
archi tecture .  I t s  access ibi l i ty  a lso  makes  i t

a  convenient  and invi t ing dest inat ion.

G U R R Ë  E  V O G Ë L ,  K L O S



T H E  O L D  T O W E R

A warm and invi t ing res idence,  wi th  an
entrance f ramed by external  s ta i rs  shel tered

beneath  a  charming overhang,  s i t s  jus t  below
the Arbr i  Road,  near  the  turnoff  to  Klos .

According to  local  t radi t ion,  i t  once s tood
close  to  Skanderbeg 's  tekke.  Bui l t  wi th  the

t imeless  technique of  a l ternat ing wooden and
stone bands ,  and topped with  a  roof  of

local ly  craf ted t i les ,  i t  beaut i ful ly  embodies
the  t radi t ional  archi tecture  of  the  southern

Mat  River  region.
Now a guesthouse,  the  tower  welcomes

travelers  wi th  open arms,  offer ing
breathtaking views of  the  Mat  River  val ley.
I ts  serene se t t ing invi tes  vis i tors  to  immerse
themselves  in  the  quie t  beauty  and peaceful

ambiance of  the  surrounding nature .

F S H A T ,  K L O S



H U P I  T O W E R

A charming three-s tory res idence bui l t
wi th  a  t radi t ional  technique of

al ternat ing wooden beams and s tone
masonry.  Access  to  the  in ter ior  i s

through external  s tone s ta i rs ,  e legant ly
covered by a  protect ive  overhang.
Nest led in  the  vi l lage of  Dushaj  in
Bulqiza ,  i t  serves  as  a  welcoming

guesthouse for  v is i tors .  Si tuated near  a
natural  ter race ,  the  tower  offers

pic turesque nature  walks  and serene
views of  nearby water  spr ings .  Guests

are  t reated to  the  authent ic  f lavors  of  the
region,  lovingly  and exper t ly  prepared

by the  Hupi  family .

D U S H A J ,  B U L Q I Z Ë



K O Ç I  T O W E R

A modest  family  dedicated to  preserving
the t radi t ions  of  Gurra  e  Vogël .  Their
recent ly  constructed two-s tory tower

ref lects  the  character is t ic  des ign of  the
region 's  t radi t ional  towers .  Bui l t  wi th
respect  for  t radi t ional  propor t ions  and

mater ia ls ,  i t  seamless ly  combines  s tone
and wood to  create  a  harmonious

st ructure .  This  tower  offers  a  f resh
perspect ive  to  the  vi l lage,  honoring i t s
her i tage whi le  cater ing to  the  evolving

needs  of  cul tura l  tour ism.

G U R R Ë  E  V O G Ë L ,  K L O S



T H E  T O W E R  O F  T H E
K A L O S H  F A M I L Y

The Kalosh of  Kandri  are  among the
largest  and most  warr ior- l ike  t r ibes  of
Dibra .  For  over  150 years ,  th is  grand
home was a  symbol  of  hospi ta l i ty  for

the  Highlands  and Lower  Dibra ,
offer ing shel ter ,  food,  and dr ink to  both
fr iends  and s t rangers .  Bui l t  wi th  smal l
windows for  defense  and combat ,  the

tower  was designed to  protect  i t s
inhabi tants  in  t imes of  conf l ic t .  Over
the  centur ies ,  i t  endured and survived

being burned down three  t imes—firs t  by
Serbian forces  and la ter  by the  I ta l ians .

K A N D Ë R R ,  P E S H K O P I



D O Ç I ’ S  T O W E R

Buil t  in  keeping with  Lura ’s  renowned
tower-bui lding t radi t ion,  th is  recent ly

constructed tower  showcases  the
creat ive  vis ion and craf tsmanship of

i ts  owners .  I t s  thoughtful  archi tectural
deta i ls ,  combined with  except ional

funct ional i ty  for  host ing vis i tors ,  have
made i t  a  beloved dest inat ion for  those

explor ing Lura  year-round.  The Doçi
Tower  serves  as  a  gateway to  hiking
tra i ls  around the  breathtaking Lura

Lakes  and a  meet ing place  to  savor  the
f inest  t radi t ional  d ishes  of  the  region.

L U R Ë ,  P E S H K O P I



T O W E R  O F  B I N A K  A L I

I t  can eas i ly  be  cal led the  tower  of  the

brave,  the  place  where  generat ion af ter

generat ion has  revived the  desi re  for

independence and Albanianness .  Decorated

by the  three-s tory tower ,  i t  i s  a  worthy

representa t ive  of  the  archi tectural  t radi t ion

of  the  Gjakova Highlands  and is  par t  of  the

group of  towers  of  the  nor theastern  regions

of  Albania .  I t  i s  d is t inguished by i ts

pr ismat ic  s tone volume,  which has  a

closed character  and protect ive  features .  On

the ground f loor  was  the  ahr i ,  whi le  on the

upper  f loors  was  the  place  where  family

l i fe  took place ,  where  the  f i re  room and the

bedrooms (bedrooms for  young couples)

were  located.  The th i rd  f loor  consis ted of

the  divan and the  recept ion room,  otherwise

known as  the  men 's  s tove or  even the

fr iends '  room,  where  the  wooden wal ls  and

cei l ing s tand out .

B U J A N ,  T R O P O J Ë



T O W E R  O F  K U R P A L I

The tower- type dwel l ing,  over  200 years
old ,  preserves  r ich archi tectural  values  and

represents  one of  the  examples  of  the
for t i f ied  dwel l ing of  the  Gjakova

Highlands .  The ground f loor  consis ts  of  a
s ingle  room once used as  a  cat t le  shed.  The
second f loor  is  the  most  representa t ive  of
the  dwel l ing and there  is  the  guest  room

preceded by the  l iv ing room.  The main view
of  the  tower  is  or iented to  the  nor th .  The

upper  par t  of  the  facade has  a  combinat ion
of  br ick and s tone,  br inging harmony to  the

archi tectural  aspect  of  the  tower .

L E T A J ,  H A S



T O W E R  O F  M I C  S O K O L I

The tower- type dwel l ing,  over  200 years
old ,  preserves  r ich archi tectural  values  and

represents  one of  the  examples  of  the
for t i f ied  dwel l ing of  the  Gjakova

Highlands .  The ground f loor  consis ts  of  a
s ingle  room once used as  a  cat t le  shed.  The
second f loor  is  the  most  representa t ive  of
the  dwel l ing and there  is  the  guest  room

preceded by the  l iv ing room.  The main view
of  the  tower  is  or iented to  the  nor th .  The

upper  par t  of  the  facade has  a  combinat ion
of  br ick and s tone,  br inging harmony to  the

archi tectural  aspect  of  the  tower .

B U J A N ,  T R O P O J Ë



K U L L A  E  S A L I  M A N I T

Sal i  Man's  Tower  is  a  typical  three-s tory
stone tower ,  wi th  rare  turre ts  in  i t s  upper
par t  and covered wi th  a  furde.  The f i rs t

f loor  a l lows access  to  the  tower  through an
arched s tone gate ,  whi le  in ternal  s ta i rs

faci l i ta te  access  to  the  other  two f loors .  In
l ine  wi th  the  model  of  bui ldings  in  the

Gjakova Highlands ,  th is  dwel l ing has  the
same type of  l iv ing,  wi th  i t s  ta l l  chimneys
standing out .  The ground f loor  was  used as

a  cat t le  shed,  the  f i rs t  f loor  was  the
women's  room,  and the  second f loor  was  for

the  f r iends  and men of  the  house.  The
mezzanines  are  separated by wooden

elements ,  whi le  the  per imeter  wal l
surrounding the  cour tyard highl ights  the

bui lding for  v is i tors .  The tower  was bui l t  a t
the  end of  the  18th  century and became

known as  the  place  where  the  Bujan
Conference took place .

B U J A N ,  T R O P O J Ë



T O W E R  O F  H A N  B U K A Ç I

Buil t  in  1964 in  Dej-Macukul l ,  but
fol lowing the  s tyle  of  the  famous towers  of

Mat ,  the  tower  houses  on i t s  2  f loors  a
mult i tude of  e lements  and deta i ls  of  the

Macukul l  t radi t ion.  The two arched gates
next  to  each other  show the  common l i fe

under  one roof  of  two large famil ies .
Despi te  the  la te  t ime of  construct ion,  the
care  of  the  s tone carving of  the  gates  and

the heavy roof  wi th  s tone s labs  are
not iceable .

M A C U K U L L ,  D I B Ë R



T O W E R  O F  H Y S N I  B U K A Ç I

Buil t  in  1970,  i t  i s  a  c lose  descendant  of
Han Bukaç’s  tower .  Located in  Dej-

Macukul l ,  the  tower  serves  as  a  necessary
stop to  fur ther  explore  not  only  the  r ich
his tory of  the  area  but  a lso  i t s  food and
natural  aspects .  The road that  i s  in  the
process  of  being paved is  br inging the

guesthouse and Macukul l  c loser  to
the  movements  of  Albanian and foreign

tour is ts .

M A C U K U L L ,  D I B Ë R



O N U Z I  T O W E R

According to  family  t radi t ion,  Onuzi  Tower
is  a  tower  that  i s  more  than 200 years  old

and was bui l t  in  a  unique s tyle  wi th  3
f loors .  The s tone construct ion located on a

hi l l  wi th  a  dominant  v iew of  the
surrounding area  gives  the  tower

archi tectural  value  but  a lso  serves  as  a
reference point  in  the  geographical  space

where  i t  i s  located.  The in ter ior  of  the
tower  fol lows the  t radi t ion of  the  highlands

where  they have developed over  the
centur ies  in  complete  harmony with  the
needs  of  the  large  famil ies  of  the  t ime.

N A N G Ë ,  K U K Ë S


